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Observer Building 1884, 1903
Centreville

Private

The Observer Building is notable as one of the
earliest surviving buildings on Lawyers Row, and for
its prominent role in the post-Civil War history of
Centreville. Constructed in 1884 by the Queen Anne's
National Bank, this building continued in use until it
was gutted by fire in December 1902, This fire burned
much of the central business area, destroying buildings
on the west side of Commerce Street from Lawyers Row
to the north end of the Blue LanternInn. Following
the fire, the lot and the gutted shell of the bank were
sold to William Price, Jr., and a new and larger site
was purchased next door (see QA-308). William Price
renovated the old bank building, enlarged it, and made
it the new office for the Centreville Observer. The
building has remained in the Price family ever since,
and is now used as a law office. '
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The Observer Building.is located on the south
side of Lawyer's Row in Centreville, facing the
Court House. This three story brick building now
serves as a law office for Price and Foster, but
has previously served as a newspaper office and
a bank.

The earliest part of the building was con-
structed in 1884 and served as the Queen Anne's
National Bank until December 1902, when it was
gutted by the devastating fire that swept through

- this part of Centreville. The lot and the remaining
shell of the building were sold after the fire to
William Price, Jr., who enlarged and renovated the
earlier structure, making it the off{ce;fof the
Centreville Observer. The building still remains
iﬁ the Price family, but is now used as a law office
by Roﬁert Price, Jr. | _ _

The original building constructed by thé
Queen Anne's National Bank was rectangular in
pian, two stories high, and three bays wide.

The street facade is laid in common bond with very
fine machine-made Victorian brick and tight joint

work. The side walls and rear were laid in

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

seven-course bond with a more common grade of brick.

The main entrance door was located in the cénter
bay of the street facade, flanked by a single window
on either side. A paired 1/1 window is centered on
the second floor, flanked by semi-circular arched
openings on each side. The arched lintel of the
center window as well as the lintels of all three first
floor openings were reworked foliowing the fire, and
the semi-circular openings were bricked in to form
decorative recesses. ‘A rectangular panel centered
above the second story window bears the "Observer5
logo. Original recessed decorative panels flank this
on either side.

Following the 1902 fire, the center door was
changed to a window and the west window was enlarged

to accommodate a door and transom. The second story

~arched openings were bricked up and the building was

raised from two stories to three, with a pair of 2/2

windows below a decorative bracketed cornice on the

_third floor.

The fenestration on the east side wall is
asymmetrical, consisting of a first floor door at the

rear and numerous 2/2 windows on each floor. A two
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story frame addition covers most of the rear of the

. building; a two story brick office adjoins thé weét

wall. |
The interior has been completely renovated for

use as professional offices.
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The Observer Building is notable as one of
the earliest surviving buildings on Lawyers Row,
and for its prominent role in the post-Civil War
history of Centreville. Constructed in 1884 by
the Queen Anne's National Bank, this building
continued in use until it was gutted by fire in
December 1902. This fire burned much of the
central business area, destroying buildings on
the west side of Commerce Streéi from Lawyers
Row to the north end of the Blue Lantern Inn.
Following the fire, the lot and the gutted shell
of the bank were sold to William Price, Jr., and
a new and larger site was purchased next door
(see QA~-308)., William Price renovated the old
bank building, enlarged it, and made it the new
office for the Centreville Observer. The building
has remained in the Price family ever since,‘and is

now used as a law office.
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION T BATE
Queen Anne's County Historlcal Society 7/1/80
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CITY OR TOWH s : - STATE
Centreville Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K&, -
1974 Supplementﬁ

The Survey and Inventory are belng prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Observer Building

Lawyers Row

Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980
Front facade from Northeast
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